CAROLINGIANS   SEEK  TO   REBUILD  THE  EMPIRE

pagans. It was 'Christianity or death'.1 He extended his kingdom from
the Rhine to the Vistula. Pope Leo III, having been waylaid, accused,
condemned and wounded by bis enemies, came to beg Charlemagne's
support, as master of Europe. The Prankish king was moved and
accepted this role of arbiter of Christendom. In the year 800, in the
Church of Saint Peter, he declared the Pope innocent. Leo III, to re-
establish the Papacy's prestige, made a brilliant gesture. On Christmas
Day, in Saint Peter's, he crowned Charlemagne Emperor of the Romans
under the name of Charles Augustus. 'To Charles Augustus, crowned
by God, great and pacific Emperor of the Romans, life and victory!'
cried the people. At a stroke the Western Empire was revived and
the Roman pontiff was ensured the right to make an emperor out of the
soldier of the Church. Charlemagne's biographer, Einhard, says that the
imperial title was displeasing to his hero, yet it is altogether unlikely that
die ceremony had not been rehearsed. Truly he must have asked himself
what would be the reaction in Byzantium, which viewed itself as the seat
of the Empire. Nevertheless, he accepted and styled himself 'Emperor
governing the Roman Empire', though he sought rather to create a
Christian empire than to restore that of the Caesars. This new dignity
added nothing to Charlemagne's power, but it reawakened in the
consciousness of peoples the idea of the unity of the civilized world, which
the Roman Empire had of old begun to propagate in Europe. At first,
Constantinople was irritated; then, in 812, an agreement was reached
and there were once more two emperors, one of the East and one of the
West.

The idea of empire was Roman, but Charlemagne's administration
never resembled that of Rome. In the days of the Roman emperors,
power had been exercised by a hierarchy of officials and financed by
the assessment of taxes. Charlemagne had neither a bureaucracy nor
large revenues, for his empire had been impoverished by the Moham-
medan blockade. Only the Jews could still deal with die infidels. Hence,
at the court of Aix-la-Chapelle, pkce was set aside for them to dwell in.
In case of any injury to their persons, a fine had to be paid to the Emperor.
And it was through their agency that Charlemagne entered into corre-
spondence with the Caliph Harun-al-Rashid, who made him the magnifi-
cent gift of an elephant and a clock. Still, for the most part, the East, cut
oflfby Islam, was by then no more than a mirage. For lack of gold, silver
became the sole money in the West.
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